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VIOLENT LANGUAGE ON INDONESIAN 
COMEDY SHOWS AND ITS EFFECTS ON 
CHILDREN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
Three broadcasting regulations, the 1994 Indonesian
Government Regulation, the 1997 Government Law, and
the 2012 KPI Regulation, appear powerful in their bid to
censor all physically cruel actions on TV, but are weak
on controlling violent language on television broadcasts.
A KPI and ISKI survey (November-December 2016),
reported a low-quality index of programs for children
(3.62) replete with violent language which did not meet
the standard set by KPI (https://www.republika.co.id)
Indonesian parents have become very concerned
about this matter, according to studies conducted by Rianti
(2010), Futaki, I, Sunarto, S, Rakhmad, W.N (2014), and
Asteria et.al (2020).
Based on the above backgrounds, I believe violent
language on Indonesian comedy live shows, without
stronger controls, is harming Indonesian children and
their language development and because of that, positive
attitudes towards their Language development must be
created.
Findings
The Effects of Violent Language towards Children 
Language Development
Although most Indonesian parents do not teach
their children to utter violent language, as long as their
children watch comedy shows displaying it, their LAD and
UG will process this input and produce identical
expressions verbatim.
Violent language on TV also gives children the
impression that adults are inconsistent in perceiving
violent language. Children can grow up in two different
standards and their personality development becomes
disrupted.
Violent language can also affect their pragmatic
language abilities.
1. Children should get maximum positive yet balanced
language supports (Ericson in Salkind, 2004).
2. The reprimand that parents might give to their
children must be "firm but tolerant" to assist them to
develop self-control attitude (Ericson in Salkind,
2004).
3. Children must be prepared with the-so-called
“linguistic road map” to know which expressions are
permissible and which are not.
4. Indonesian government is encouraged to provide
strict regulations on comedy live shows so that
parents can minimize their effort to direct their
children language development processes (Azhar,
2012)
Expected Attitudes towards Children Language 
Development
Background
Methodology
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• The data were obtained from YouTube through
observation methods on five comedy programs
namely OVJ Sahur, Ngabuburit, Comedy Project,
Pesbukers, Kampung Sahur Bejo.
• The data were analyzed by using content analysis
method.
• The arguments were built based on psycholinguistic
theories especially that were proposed by Chomsky (in
Steinberg, Nagata, and Aline, 2001).
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